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Incorporating Reflexology into Your Life
Footprints for Health
 

The foot has a greater quantity of sensitive nerve endings than other body parts.

Collect
experiences
and not things.
-Jennifer Finegold
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You walk on them all day, but did you
know your feet do more than carry you
from one place to the next? They also
have a unique connection to balanced
health and well-being. In a form of
bodywork known as reflexology, the feet
are said to contain reflex areas that
mirror and connect to all parts of the
body--and pressure on these points can
actually influence your state of health.

What is Reflexology
The roots of reflexology draw, in part,
from the ancient healing art of foot
massage, practiced the world over, from
Asian and Egyptian civilizations to tribal
communities of the Americas. Early
archaeological digs have revealed statues

of Buddha in China and Japan, and
Vishnu (a Hindu god) in India,
depicting markings of specific areas on
the feet. But it has only been within the
last century that this work has established
a foothold, so to speak, in Western
practice.

As we know it today, reflexology is
viewed primarily as a stress reduction or

relaxation technique. Using the thumb,
finger, and hand, gentle pressure is
applied to reflex areas of the feet in
order to decrease stress and bring the
body into equilibrium. While some
reflexologists also apply treatment to the
hands and ears, the foot--with its
greater quantity of sensitive nerve
endings--is considered the most
amenable to this approach.

Although simplistic in application, the
effects of the treatment can be
profound. Through activation of nerve
receptors in the hands and feet, new
messages flood into the body system,
changing its tempo and tone. In essence,
the foot or hand becomes a conduit for
sharing information throughout the

body. Function in the connecting area is
improved and, at the same time, the
body experiences overall relaxation and
benefits to the circulation and
elimination systems. When the body's
systems are at optimal functioning,
self-healing is enhanced.



Scientific studies have documented the benefits of reflexology for a variety of ailments.
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In this sense, reflexology is not a
medical treatment for specific symptoms
or diseases, but rather a way to facilitate
the body's inherent healing power.
Therefore, it stands to reason that
paying attention to your feet can also be
a great preventive measure and one
easily incorporated into a daily routine.

How and why reflexology works the way
it does is still up for debate. Some say it
involves communication through the
nervous system; other theories point to
opening blockages of chi, or vital
energy, in the body. Regardless,
scientific studies have documented its
benefit for a variety of ailments, ranging
from acute disorders to chronic
diseases. The majority of reflexology
research has come from China where the
technique is commonly used in hospitals
and homes for both health
maintenance, and as adjunct to medical
care. Some of the positive findings
include reduction of pain, improvement
in circulation, release of tension, and
improved effectiveness of medication, as
well as benefits for diabetes and
headaches.

Fancy Footwork
Kevin Kunz, author of several
reflexology books and codirector of the
Reflexology Research Project,
emphasizes the importance of making
reflexology a part of your life.
Consistency is key if you expect results,
and foot homework is a low-cost,
efficient way to extend the benefits of
weekly sessions with your reflexologist.
The techniques can be practiced even
while you're busy doing something else.
You can purchase devices such as foot
rollers for use under the desk, but even
inexpensive homemade devices will do,
Kunz says. "You can put a golf ball in a
sock, tie it up, and you have a roller.
Anything to cause stimulation has a
beneficial effect."

Reflexology is also a safe and effective
technique for infants and children,
soothing their emotions and promoting
sleep. Naturally available and
noninvasive, this approach can enhance
communication between parent and
child and aid in developing the child's
physical awareness.

Feedback and
Stimulation

According to Kunz, lack of stimulation
for the feet is a major problem in our
society. We box our feet in shoes and
forbid them to traipse the natural
environment. Some American feet
never even see sunlight, much less travel
naked on a forest floor. "The feet carry
the body, in more ways than one," Kunz
says. "Constant feedback from the feet is
needed in order for the body to make
the proper responses." There is no
challenge for the foot in walking on flat
surfaces. Feet crave stimulation, and
they were built for a variety of surfaces.

The Japanese, as well as Europeans, have
addressed this basic need by creating
health pathways to stimulate every part of
the foot. "This comes from taki fumi,"
Kunz says, "to step upon bamboo. Here
we call them stroll pathways. The idea is
that you stroll along, and as you do, you
are strengthening the system. It's great
exercise and gives you more endurance."

In Asia, pathways frequently feature
cobblestones for stimulation, but a
sandy beach or rocky hiking trail can
provide variation underfoot.

Whatever path you choose, get off the
pavement, free your feet, and let them
do their thing. "Over thousands of
years," Kunz says, "every culture has
discovered it in some shape or form.
The foot is it."



Add walking poles, and burn more calories.

A Walking Workout
Have Fun While Burning More Calories
 

Massage for Old Injuries
Ancient Injuries Don't Have to Make You Feel Old
Art Riggs  

Imagine the lone hiker, backpack laden
with sleeping bag and bedroll, wielding a
well-worn walking stick as she climbs the
side of a snow-covered mountain. For
centuries, trekkers have used walking
sticks, partly as a defense against
attacking wildlife, partly to aid in
balance, and partly as support on long,
arduous climbs. But in recent years,
many hikers have replaced the single
wooden walking stick with hiking poles.

Held in both hands and used to
distribute weight more evenly through
the four limbs, wilderness hikers have
found poles invaluable for safety,
efficiency, and comfort on long hikes.
What wilderness hikers have known for
some time now is that walking poles are a
great way to relieve pressure on knees,
ankles, and the back. They encourage
better posture and provide a total body
workout by engaging the upper body.

Now, hiking poles are showing up in
urban areas as fitness walkers discover
the benefits they provide. Nordic

walking--similar in technique to cross-
country skiing--is a great way to get a
whole body workout, increase oxygen
consumption, and burn more calories
than regular walking or even speed
walking. This total body workout burns
40 percent more calories and consumes
25 percent more oxygen. Poles can be
purchased at most outdoor sporting
stores, along with rubber tips for use on
paved paths.

Technique
Adjust your poles to approximately 70
percent of your height and loosely
secure the straps around your wrists.
Hold the poles at an angle behind you so
they propel you forward with a slight
bend at the elbow. Use an opposite
hand-and-heel motion as you
walk--right heel strikes as left pole tip
contacts the ground. And you're on
your way! Don't be shy with your poles.
Remember: You're burning 40 percent
more calories.

For more information, visit

www.walking.about.com/od/
nordicwalking/index.htm.

Injuries such as chronic back pain, trick
knees, and sticky shoulders are not
necessarily something you just have to
live with. Massage techniques might hold
the key to unlocking this old pain.

Will Massage Help?
The benefits of massage will depend on
the extent of the injury, how long ago it
occurred, and on the skill of the
therapist. Chronic and old injuries
often require deeper and more precise
treatments with less emphasis on general
relaxation and working on the whole
body. Massage works best for soft tissue
injuries to muscles and tendons and is
most effective in releasing adhesions and
lengthening muscles that have shortened
due to compensatory reactions to the
injury. Tight and fibrous muscles not
only hurt at the muscle or its tendon,
but can also interfere with proper joint

movement and cause pain far away from
the original injury.

Therapists who perform such work often
have specialized names for their
work--such as orthopedic massage,
neuromuscular therapy, myofascial
release, medical massage, etc.,--but
many massage therapists utilize an
eclectic approach combining the best of
the specialties.

It Works!
A recent Consumer Reports article ran
the results of a survey of thousands of its
readers and reported that massage was
equal to chiropractic care in many areas,
including back and neck pain. Massage
also ranked significantly higher than
some other forms of treatment, such as
physical therapy or drugs.

If that nagging injury persists, consider
booking a massage. Be sure to discuss
the injury with your practitioner: How
did you receive the injury? Have you
reinjured it? And what exactly are your
symptoms? Often, the body
compensates in one area to protect
another that has been traumatized, and
this can create new problems.

Discuss the issues with your massage
therapist. (Sometimes just talking about
old injuries can play a significant role in
the healing process.) Together, the two
of you can work to determine a
treatment plan.



Experience
enriches your
heart, mind and
soul to a depth
nothing can.
-Jennifer Finegold

Getting stuck in your self care routine? Ask if our
Individualized Self Care Program is for you! You'll meet
one-on-one with Paula, either virtually or at the office, to
discuss where you're stuck and how you can get beyond
that.
 
Email us for more information: paula@ohanatherapuetic.com
 
 
Join us for the Hibbing Health Fair!
Saturday, October 16 10am - 3pm
Located at the Mesabi Mall
1101 E 37th St Hibbing, MN

Helping you Heal yourself

208 E Howard St
Hibbing, MN 55746


