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Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Bodywork Treatment Proves Successful
Cathy Ulrich 

Working at a computer keyboard for long hours each day can bring on carpal tunnel syndrome.

"If you want to
fly, give up
everything that
weighs you
down."
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It started as a vague feeling of numbness
in her thumb and first two fingers, then
progressed slowly to a definite tingling
that woke her several nights a week. "It's
not so bad on weekends when I have a
chance to rest my arms, but it's now
getting in the way of things I like to do at
home," says Marie, who spends long
hours during the work week typing at
her computer keyboard. "I love to knit
and cook, and I've had to curb these
activities, as well."

Diagnosed with carpal tunnel syndrome,
Marie displayed the classic symptoms:
soreness in her forearms, pain in her
hands at the end of a long day at the
computer, and a feeling of tightness that
had spread from hands and wrists all the

way to her elbows. And recently, she'd
been getting headaches.

Marie has a couple of different options
for treating the problem. "My doctor
tells me he can operate, but the surgery
isn't always successful," she says. "He
recommends I try bodywork first."

Because Marie does the same motion in

the same way many times a day over a
long period of time, she has literally
worn out the tissues involved in that
motion. This type of injury -- called a
repetitive strain injury, or RSI -- creates
tiny tears in the fibers of the soft tissues
of the body. While they don't
immediately cause loss of function, these
micro-tears set up conditions for
chronic inflammation that will
eventually manifest as pain, soreness,
tightness, tingling, and burning.

CTS
The hand and wrist combination work
together as an amazing, mechanical
anatomical wonder. Imagine a set of
ropes and pulleys that travel from the

elbow through the wrist to the finger
tips. The muscles reside in the forearm,
moving the fingers via long tendons that
run through channels in the wrist. The
nerves that send and receive sensory and
motor information from the brain run
alongside the tendons through these
same channels.



Massage and bodywork can help mitigate the symptoms of repetitive stress injuries, like CTS.
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When bending or straightening a finger,
these tendons slide back and forth, just
like cables. When continually working at
a keyboard and using the same motion
in the same position thousands of times
a day -- like millions of Americans do
-- the cables begin to wear. And just like
threads in a rope, some of the collagen
fibers will tear. This process progresses
until enough fibers are torn that the
body develops inflammation in the
tendons and sheaths. Swelling ensues,
which pinches the nerves, producing the
classic symptoms of tingling, swelling,
and even loss of grip strength.

The Bigger Picture
The symptoms of carpal tunnel
syndrome may reveal an even bigger
problem. The nerves that carry sensory
and motor information to the hand
arise from the spinal cord in the neck,
travel under the collar bone, through
the armpit and elbow, all the way to the
wrist. A nerve can become entrapped at
the neck, shoulder, elbow, or wrist, and
an impingement in any of these places
can have a cumulative effect on the
tingling felt in the hands. These
entrapments are usually caused by poor
postural habits. The soft tissues become
shortened around habitual positions of
rounded shoulders and forward head
from working long hours at the
computer and the channels where the
nerves travel through the shoulders and
arms can close down. Sound familiar?

Can Bodywork Help?
A recent study conducted at The Touch
Research Institute at the University of
Miami School of Medicine looked at the
efficacy of bodywork in treating carpal
tunnel syndrome. Researchers found
that after the completion of four
massage sessions, the participants
experienced an improvement in grip
strength and a decrease in pain, anxiety,
and depression. Participants also showed
improvement in specific medical tests
used to diagnose carpal tunnel
syndrome.

This landmark study verifies what
bodyworkers have observed clinically for
years: Massage -- and especially deep
tissue techniques, such as
neuromuscular therapy, Rolfing, and
Hellerwork -- can reorganize the
connective tissue fibers, break up scar
tissue, and reduce or eliminate the cause

of inflammation. Soft tissue work helps
realign these tiny fibers of the tendons
and sheaths, and the body can then heal
itself -- and ease or even eliminate
carpal tunnel syndrome.

Bodywork to the entire arm, shoulder,
and neck will also free soft tissues where
hidden tightness can contribute to the
problem. Soft tissue inflammation can
travel through the continuous
connective tissue framework from
fingertips to head and even cause
headaches -- as was the case with Marie.
Massage can restore these tissues to
normal function.

Other Considerations
In addition to bodywork, it's important
to evaluate postural habits, work station
positioning, and movement patterns.
When workers become so focused on
their work that they forget their bodies,
they tend to maintain positions that

contribute to the cause. It's important to
identify several ways and several
positions to accomplish the same thing.
Moving the mouse from one side to the
other, even during the same day, can
help prevent fatigue and tissue failure.
Wrist rests and keyboard trays are
important, and a regular stretching
routine is essential.

Finally, along  with exercise and good
nutrition, include bodywork as part of
your regular health maintenance
program. Regular massage reduces
connective tissue inflammation and
prevents scar tissue from forming.
Movement education, such as the
Alexander Technique, Feldenkrais
Method, structural integration, and
Trager Approach can help correct
postural issues that also contribute to
the problem. Bodywork is a treatment of
choice to keep carpal tunnel syndrome
from slowing you down.



Nail biting can lead to a host of problems.

Stop Biting Your Nails
 

The Case for Chocolate
New Studies Show Health Benefits
 

Breaking a nail is one thing. Breaking a
nail-biting habit is another. According
to the American Academy of
Dermatology, nail biting typically begins
in childhood and can continue through
adulthood, and the side effects can be
more than cosmetic.

How to Stop Biting Your Nails
"Chronic nail biting can cause serious
problems," says board-certified
dermatologist Margaret E. Parsons, MD,
FAAD, associate clinical professor of
dermatology at the University of
California, Davis. "Repeated nail biting
can damage the tissue that makes nails
grow, resulting in abnormal-looking
nails. It can also leave you vulnerable to
infection as you pass harmful bacteria
and viruses from your mouth to your
fingers and from your nails to your face
and mouth."

To help nail-biters kick the habit,
Parsons recommends these tips:
1. Keep nails trimmed short: Having less
nail provides less to bite and is less

tempting.
2. Apply bitter-tasting nail polish to
your nails: This safe but awful-tasting
formula discourages nail biting.
3. Get regular manicures: Spending
money to keep your nails looking
attractive may make you less likely to bite
them. Alternatively, cover your nails
with tape or stickers or wear gloves to
prevent biting.
4. Replace nail biting with a good habit:
When you feel like biting your nails, try
playing with a stress ball instead to keep
your hands busy and away from your
mouth.
5. Identify your triggers: These could be
physical triggers, such as the presence of
hangnails, or other triggers, like
boredom, stress, or anxiety. By figuring
out what causes you to bite your nails,
you can figure out how to avoid these
situations.
6. Try to gradually stop biting your
nails: Some doctors recommend taking
a gradual approach to break the habit.
Try to stop biting one set of nails, such
as your thumbnails, first. When that's

successful, move on to the next.

"For some people, nail biting may be a
sign of a more serious psychological or
emotional problem," Parsons says. "If
you've repeatedly tried to quit and the
problem persists, consult a doctor."

It's not like we need a specific reason to
eat chocolate, but it doesn't hurt that
studies are finding increasing health
benefits associated with the popular
indulgence. While chocolate is high in
sugar and saturated fat, it does contain
chemical compounds with proven
benefits, so enjoy--in moderation--and
expect to reap some of these rewards.

Improved Heart Health
A study in the Archives of Internal
Medicine found that women over 70
who ate chocolate at least once a week
were 35 percent less likely to suffer from
heart disease during the survey period.
Researchers suspect that the flavonoids
found in chocolate, which are known to
reduce blood pressure, likely improve
overall cardiovascular health.

Reduced Liver Strain
These same flavonoids in dark chocolate
that help decrease blood pressure can
also reduce post-meal abdominal blood
pressure spikes that strain the liver by
widening and relaxing blood cells. A
Spanish study of patients with end-stage
liver disease showed that dark chocolate
helped reduce some of the risks
associated with conditions like cirrhosis.

Safer Pregnancy
Dark chocolate has been shown to help
pregnant women avoid preeclampsia--a
significant complication where blood
pressure spikes to dangerous levels--by
nearly 40 percent when consumed five
times a week. Dark chocolate is especially
rich in theobromine, which relaxes
muscles and dilates blood vessels. As an
additional benefit, it also seems to

improve circulation in the placenta.

Increased Endurance
Research out of the University of
California, San Diego, demonstrated
that mice given epicatechin, a flavonoid
found in dark chocolate, could run for
50 percent longer than those who only
drank water. The mice also grew new
capillaries and mitochondria in their
muscles, changes that explain their
enhanced endurance capacity.
Unfortunately, perhaps, for chocolate
lovers, is that researchers say just
one-sixth of 1 ounce of chocolate each
day is the ideal serving size to receive this
benefit.



"May today be
the day you
courageously
pursue every
opportunity to
make a
difference for
something so
much greater
than you."

Getting stuck in your self care routine? Ask if our
Individualized Self Care Program is for you! You'll meet
one-on-one with Paula, either virtually or at the office, to
discuss where you're stuck and how you can get beyond
that.
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